CHAPTER   XII

THE PROBLEM OF UNEMPLOYMENT

We   should be   ashamed of resting   or   having a
square meal so long as there is one able-bodied man or
woman without work or food.
Young India, 6-10-'21

Imagine a nation working only five hours per day
on an average, and this not by choice but by force of
circumstances, and you have a realistic picture of India.
If the reader would visualize the picture, he must dismiss
from his mind the busy fuss of the city life or the grinding
fatigue of the factory life or the slavery of the plantation.
These are but drops in the ocean of Indian humanity.
If he would visualize the picture of the Indian skeleton,
he must think of the eighty per cent of the population
which is working its own fields, and which has practi-
cally no occupation for at least four months in the year,
and which therefore lives on the borderland of starvation.
This is the normal condition. The ever recurring
famines make a large addition to this enforced idleness.
Toting India, 3-ll-'21

The reason why our average life-rate is deplorably
low, the reason why we are getting more and more
impoverished is that we have neglected our 7,00,000
villages. We have indeed thought of them, but only
to the extent of exploiting them. We read thrilling
accounts of the 'glory that was Ind3, and of the land
that was flowing with milk and honey; but today it is
a land of starving millions. We are sitting in this fine
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